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Technical Requirements
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History of the building codes in Austria (since 2000) 

Styria
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Building Law

Technical Requirements
(OIB-Guidelines)

Building Material List (ÖA)
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Functional Requirements written in the 
Building Law

6 OIB-GuidelinesTechnical Requirements

Fulfilment of the Functional Requirements

Grafik OIB

The Austrian Technical Regulation System
Deviation
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Remark: Alleviation of existing buildings!
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Edition 2015OIB Guidlines
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OIB Guideline 1: Mechanical resistance and stability

OIB Guideline 2: Safety in case of fire

OIB Guideline 2.1: Safety in case of fire in operational 
structures

OIB Guideline 2.2: Safety in case of fire in garages, roofed 
parking spaces, and multi-storey car parks

OIB Guideline 2.3: Safety in case of fire in buildings with a fire 
escape level in excess of 22 m

OIB Guideline 3: Hygiene, health and preservation of the 
environment

OIB Guideline 4: Safety in use and accessibility

OIB Guideline 5: Protection against noise

OIB Guideline 6: Energy saving and heat insulation

OIB-GUIDELINES since 2007

7© Robert Jansche



Building Codes for Timber Buildings 
in Austria

Building classes (BC) in connection with fire protection

Building category 1 (BC1)

(consisting of two flats or only one business unit)

• free-standing building (at least three sides on its own premises)

• no more than three above ground floors and

• with a fire-escape level of not more than 7 m and

• not more than 400 m² (gross floor)
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Building classes (BC) in connection with fire protection

Building category 2 (BC2)

Building (busines etc)

• not more than three above ground floors and

• with a fire-escape level of no more than 7 m and

• not more than 400 m² gross floor area, 

Terraced houses

• no more than three above ground floors and

• fire-escape level of no more than 7 m and

• no more than 400 m² gross floor area of each flat or busines unit, 

Residential buildings

• freestanding buildings,

• accessible on at least three sides 

• escape level of not more than 7.00 m and

• not more than 800 m² gross floor
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Building category 3 (BC3)

• not more than three above ground floors and

• a fire-escape level of no more than 7 m which does not fall into building
classes 1 or 2.

Building category 4 (BC4)

• with not more than four above ground floors and

• a fire-escape level of no more than 11 m,

consisting of one flat or business unit without restriction of the floor are, or

consisting of several flats or business units each with a gross floor area of
the above ground floors of no more than 400 m².

or

• with not more than four above-ground floors and 

• with an escape level of not more than 11 m

consisting of one apartment or one business unit without limiting the gross 
floor area

Building classes (BC) in connection with fire protection
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Building category 5 (BC5)

Buildings with an escape level of not more 
than 22 m, which do not fall within 
category 1, 2, 3 or 4.

OIB-Guideline: Skyscraper

Safety in case of fire in buildings with a fire 
escape level in excess of 22 m

Building classes (BC) in connection with fire protection
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(2) For an insulation layer / heat insulation in A2, an outer layer in B-d1 or of wood and 
wood materials in D is permissible;

Building classes (BC) BC 1 BC 2 BC 3 BC 4
BC 5

≤ 6

BC 5
> 6 

1 Facades

1.1
External wall thermal insulation

composite systems
E D D C-d1 C-d1 C-d1

1.2 Façade systems, ventilated curtain, ventilated or non-ventilated

1.2. Classified overall system
or

E D-d1 D-d1 B-d1 (1) B-d1 (1) B-d1 

1.2.
Classified individual components

- External layer E D D A2-d1 (2) A2-d1 (2) A2-d1 (3)

- Substructure - rod-
shaped / punctiform

E / E D / D D / A2 D / A2 D / A2 C / A2

- Insulation layer or 
thermal insulation

E D D B (2) B (2) B (3)

Table 1a: General requirements for fire behaviour (example)

(3) For an insulation layer / heat insulation in A2, an outer layer in B-d1 is permissible;

(1) Wood and wood materials may also be allowed in D if the total system satisfies class D-d0;
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Table 1b: General requirements for the fire resistance of components
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Table 1b: General requirements for the fire resistance of components

Exception in 4 districts

But only with at least three 

sides on their own grounds 

or traffic areas for the fire 

fighting from the outside 

accessible residential 

buildings.
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The requirements of this OIB Guideline 2 

may be waived in accordance with the 

relevant provisions of national law if the 

transferee proves that the same level of 

protection as in the application of the 

Directive is achieved. The OIB guide 

"Deviations in fire protection and fire 

protection concepts" should be applied.

OIB Code of Practice 

Deviations in fire safety and fire safety programmes’
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Equivalent compliance with the level of protection, as in the 
case of compliance with the directives, must be demonstrated 
conclusively, whereby the following statements must be 
made:

 Points of the Directives, from which is deviated,

 Replacement measures,

 Justification of equivalence.

Deviations in fire protection and fire 
protection concepts"
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Building Law (§44)

Construction products

(1) As a basic principle, only construction products that are in 

compliance with the usability provisions of the Styrian Construction 

Product Act of 2000 may be installed in construction projects. 

Quality criteria in timber construction

Same requirements in all other federal states in Austria
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Order of the Austrian Institute for Structural Engineering,
on the Building Materials List ÖA
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Order of the Austrian Institute for Structural Engineering,
on the Building Materials List ÖA
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Order of the Austrian Institute for Structural Engineering,
on the Building Materials List ÖA

Basic Usage
guidelines
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Order of the Austrian Institute for Structural Engineering,
on the Building Materials List ÖA

21© Robert Jansche



Building Codes for Timber Buildings 
in Austria

Marking on 
the component
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Multi-storey residential building

23© Robert Jansche



Building Codes for Timber Buildings 
in Austria

Multi-storey residential building
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Multi-storey Dorm
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Multi-storey Dorm
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Multi-storey Dorm
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Hospice, Nursing home
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Hospice, Nursing home
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Hospice, Nursing home
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Hospice, Nursing home
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School
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School
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School
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School
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Thank you for your attention
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